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Summer Assignment 2015 
AP US History 
  
Greetings Students! 
 
The summer assignment in AP U.S. History is designed to help you understand some of the pivotal 
days that transformed our nation, and assist you in developing engaging and accessible background 
knowledge for your college-level AP U.S. History course during the 2015-16 school year.  The summer 
assignment is broken up into two separate components: The 10 Days book, and an assignment using 
the American Pageant textbook.  Below you will find each assignment and an explanation as to how 
they will be assessed.   
 
Required texts:    
 
Gillon, Steven. 10 Days that Unexpectedly Changed America. New York, NY: Three Rivers  

Press, 2006 (This can be purchased at any bookseller, or checked out from the Chandler 
Public Library system.) 

 
Kennedy, David, et.al. eds. The American Pageant, 14th Edition. Wadsorth, Cengage Learning;  

2010 
 
Mr. Myers’ PHS Website has a link for this Summer Assignment where you will find examples, and the 
Reading Quiz to download.   
 
1.  Outside Reading Assignment 10 Days that Unexpectedly Changed America  
  
Required Text: 10 Days That Unexpectedly Changed America by Steven M. Gillon 
 
Read: 
 Choose one of the first three chapters to read and write an essay on: 
   
Write: 

1. One five paragraph essay responding to the prompt associated with each chapter you 
chose.  You will find the prompts for each chapter on Mr. Myers’ website.    

 
Note:  Please use MLA formatting for your essays, include a cover page, and write in the 

formal/academic voice.  The total required reading for the entire book is only about 75 pages, 
however, you can read the whole book if you want.  Each chapter is fascinating. 

 
Due Date: July 31, 2015 
  

The essay will be worth 25 points.  Late work will not be accepted.  The essay for the 10 
Days book is DUE in class (hard copy) the second week of school.  It might be tempting to 
wait and do the reading and assignments the first few weeks of school, but that would be a 
mistake as you will be receiving challenging work to be completed from the beginning of the 
class.  Completing this chapter over the summer allows you some advance knowledge of 
concepts that will be covered throughout the course.  Spread the reading out and practice 
time-management skills to keep the stress levels low.  Later chapters from the 10 Days book 
will be addressed throughout the year, and you will be expected to write on some of the other 
essay prompts as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2 

 
 

2.  Textbook Assignment and Reading Quizzes 
 
Required Text: The American Pageant 14th ed. by David Kennedy 
 
Read: 

1. Chapter 1: “New World Beginnings” 
2. Chapter 2: “The Planting of English America” 
3. Chapter 3: “Settling the Northern Colonies” 

 
Write:  Create a one-page summary for each chapter.  Organize your summaries in such a way that 

they are easy to read/understand.  The design of the summary is up to you, but you must 
meet the following requirements: 

 
Content: Use the PERSIA Method to group all important content in each chapter.  

Include short explanations of important vocabulary terms. 
 

Visuals:  Create hand drawn visual cues for the content to help you connect with the  
information another way. 

 
Trends:   Lastly, write a short paragraph identifying and analyzing key trends or 

developments in US History.  Look for Social, Political, and Economic 
changes over time (ie: formation of political parties/movements). 

 
Note:   Examples of these can be found on Mr. Myers’ PHS website.  Your one-page summaries  

must be typed, with hand drawn visual cues.  
 
Due Date: July 31, 2015 
 

Each one-page summary of chapters 1-3 will be worth 10 points for a total of 30.  Late work 
will not be accepted.  The chapter summaries for the Pageant book are DUE in class 
(7/31/15). 

 
Reading Quizzes 
 
Required Text: The American Pageant 14th ed. by David Kennedy 
 
Read: 

1. Chapter 1: “New World Beginnings” 
2. Chapter 2: “The Planting of English America” 
3. Chapter 3: “Settling the Northern Colonies” 

 
Write:   

Download the Reading Quiz (RQ) for chapters 1 & 2 from Mr. Myers’ PHS website.  The 
completed RQ will be turned in July 21, 2015.  The Reading Quiz for chapter 3 will be given in 
class on July 31st.   
 
1. Chapter 1: “New World Beginnings”    

Chapter 2: “The Planting of English America”   Due: July 21, 2015 
   

2. Chapter 3: “Settling the Northern Colonies”   Due: July 31, 2015 
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Scores for 10 Days assignment:   
 
As in all individual assignment for Perry High School, you must do your own work, and you should do 
your best quality work.   
 
A range (90-100%) – Essay answers and written analysis of the events indicate critical and close 
reading, thoughtful engagement and analysis. Very few if any grammatical or formatting errors are 
present.  Academic voice.  All directions are followed.   
 
B range (80-89%) – Essay answers and written analysis of the events indicate predominantly critical 
and close reading, and mostly thoughtful engagement and analysis. Some, although few, grammatical 
or formatting errors may be present.  Academic voice.  All directions are followed.   
 
C range (70-79%) – Essay answers and written analysis of the events indicate some critical and close 
reading and analysis, although understanding of the text may be superficial. Very few if any 
grammatical or formatting errors are present.  Academic voice.  All directions are followed.  
 
D or F – (0-69%) These responses are not acceptable for AP-level work.  It is unclear whether the 
book was read, or understood.  Multiple errors in grammar, voice and formatting may be present.   

 
Note:    

You are responsible for acquiring a copy of the 10 Days book. If you cannot buy one, it is 
available for check out from the public library. You may want to take advantage of used books 
available through on-line sources at very reasonable prices.  We recommend you buy a copy 
if possible, as annotating is a helpful reading tool.  You might also use small post-it notes for 
annotating.  

 
A copy of this assignment is available on-line at Mr. Myers’ PHS Website.  

 
Questions? (Please put “summer assignment” in the subject line of your email) 

 
I don’t anticipate this will be an assignment you will need help on, but if you are having trouble 
understanding any portion of the assignment or reading, you may contact me through my school e-mail 
address.  I will be checking them periodically over the summer, and will respond as quickly as 
possible.  
 
I hope you enjoy your reading.  I know you will learn important information that will help you in the 
class.  I am looking forward to a great year with you in APUSH next year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Mr. Jason Myers 
AP US History 
myers.jason@CUSD80.com 
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Essay Prompts for 10 Days chapters: 
 
Chapter 1:  “Massacre at Mystic”  
 

The massacre at Mystic became a model for how whites would treat natives across the 
continent as the wilderness became transformed into civilization. To what extent is this 
statement true? 

 
Chapter 2: “Shays’s Rebellion: The First American Civil War” 
 

Would the founding fathers have adopted a different constitution had Daniel Shays not 
led a rebellion against Massachusetts authorities? 
 

Chapter 3: “Gold Rush.”  
 

Explain why the discovery of gold in California at the end of the Mexican American War 
can be considered one of the most significant events in American History. 

 

Chapter 4:  “Antietam”  
 

How did the nature of the civil war change as a result of the ‘victory’ at Antietam? 
 

Chapter 5: “The Homestead Strike.”  
 

To what extent does the US government defend big business practices in this particular 
instance? 
 
Chapter 6:  “Murder at the Fair: the Assassination of President McKinley”  
 

What were the elements of Theodore Roosevelt’s leadership and politics which have 
made him the first ‘truly modern President’? 

 
Chapter 7: “Scopes: The Battle Over America’s Soul.”  
 

The Scopes trial in the 1925 is directly related to the Conservative backlash to the 
Liberalism of the 1960s and 70s culminating in the election of Ronald Reagan in 1980.  
To what extent is that statement true? 

  
Chapter 8: “Einstein’s Letter”  
 

What impact did the development of the nuclear weapon have on American society and 
culture and its relationship with the outside world? 

 
Chapter 9: “When America Was Rocked.”  
 

What were some of the elements of teenage culture as it developed in the US in the 
1950s.  How did these elements clash with the emphasis on consensus and conformity?  

 
Chapter 10: “Freedom Summer”  
 

How did the events of Freedom Summer shape the Civil Rights Movement as a whole? 

 
 


